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text showing the disposition of the fibres. 5. Case of an
Abnormal Sinuous Aorta, by John L. Annan, M.B. Edin.,
demonstrator of anatomy, University of Sheffield. 6-
Two Cases of Reduplication of the Arteria Cerebri
Posterior, by C. Gordon Shaw, M.B., B.S. Melb., senior
demonstrator of anatomy in the University of Melbourne.
A very rare abnormality of which a woodcut is given.
7. The Presence of Lacrymo-jugal Sutures in Two Human
Skulls, by D. G. Reid, M.B. Edin., demonstrator of anatomy ’,
in the University of Cambridge. A suture of rare occurrence,
only existing in 2 out of 4500 skulls in the Cambridge
anatomical department, though common in many animals
When present in man it is always met with in the skulls of
the higher races. 8. Description of a new Craniometer and
of certain Age-changes in the Anthropoid Skull, by Arthur
Keith, M. D. Aberd., F.R.C.S.Eng., conservator of the Museum
of the Royal College of Surgeons of England, with nine wood-
cuts in the text. 9. The Limb Arteries of Primates (Part .),
by T. Manners-Smith, M.A., M.B. Cantab., demonstrator of
anatomy in the University of Cambridge, lecturer on
anatomy in Downing College, with six plates.
L’Hygieneene. Revue Mensuelle Illustr&eacute;e. Vol. 1., Nos. 5
and 6. Paris and London: Goupil et Cie. Price 2 francs
50 centimes.-The April and May numbers of this
excellent magazine maintain the position foreshadowed
by the earlier issues. The article which perhaps will be
read with the greatest interest is one by Dr. George
Baudouin, physician to the Hospital Alphen-Salvador, in the
April number describing the Association de l’Assistance.
This article practically describes the rise of professional
nursing in France ; and this to a certain extent is a recent
story, for the first body having the improvement of nursing
as its aim, the Association &agrave; Developper et &agrave; Perfectionner
l’Assistance aux Malades, was not formed until the
close of the year 1899. The first installation of the
Association de l’Assistance, to abbreviate its title, was
in some rooms in the Rue Garanciere and dates from
January, 1900. This was a school of instruction for nurses and
opened with a single pupil, but as the olientele grew larger it
became necessary to find new quarters and migration was
made to the Rue Amyot, a street in the quarter of Paris
behind St. Genevieve. In this building the association has
developed its programme, which now, to give a broad transla-
tion, is formulated as follows : (1) To furnish for those who
can pay competent nurses possessing proper guarantees of
character and technical knowledge ; and (2) to furnish for
the sick poor in their homes or in any institutions gratuitous
nursing with similar guarantees. The whole story of the
development of the movement is excellently told by Dr.
Baudouin, and all interested in the practical side of nursing
should read the article. Other communications are a
denunciation, strengthened by excellent reproductions of
microscope slides, of the household fly by Dr. Vaillard, and 
a note on the ultra-violet rays in the sterilisation of drinking 
water by Professor Nogier.
The B2crlington Magazine.-The May rumber of this
magazine contains among other things four admirable
reproductions of the Budapest Rembrandts. An interest-
ing article entitled &deg;’ The Educational Aspect of Irish
Chippendale " will appeal to collectors, and the same may be
said of Ananda K. 0,)omaraswamy’s article on India Bronzes.
The illustrations of certain of these bronzes prove their
authors to have been aware of the truths of anatomy, but
equally alive to the claims of artistic composition. Several
of the figures display perfect knowledge of muscular action,
although anatomical details are not given ; but three or four
of them, notably Sundara Murti Swami (Plate 1, Fig. 1) and
Pattini Devi (Plate 1, Fig. 5) have a deliberate exaggeration
of the slenderness of the waist which shows that the sculptors
L had their own view as to the necessity of rigid accuracy in
ideal representation. But is it not singular that in countries
where the corset was unknown the contracted waist should
be exhibited as a sign of beauty ? With regard to the Rokeby
.. Venus controversy the editors state their belief in the
authenticity of the picture to be unshaken.
New Inventions.
APPARATUS FOR THE INHALATION OF ETHER
AND OTHER DRUGS.
THIS is an apparatus for the inhalation of ether and other
drugs by what is known as the "open method"-i.e.,
without the patient rebreathing the drugs or his own breath.
It consists of a metal drug chamber, a face-piece or mask,
and a float (Fig. 1).
FIG. 1.
The external appearance of the apparatus.
It will be seen that the chamber A, which is cylindrical,
has a bottom, and moveable lid, c, with a tube, M, running
down from, and fixed to, the inside of the lid c (Fig. 2). This
tube, M, is open at both ends, one end communicating
through the lid with the external air and the other end
being inside the chamber A for the reception of a similar,
but smaller, tube L, which is fixed to, and passes through,
the middle of a float, B, the rising and falling of which
FIG. 2.
The apparatiis in section. A, Drug chamber. B, Float with
inner tube. c, Lid with outer tube. n, Face-piece.
E, Tongue-piece. t’. Outlet funnel c. Outlet valve.
m, Inlet valve. I. Joint -for connecting various face-pieces.
J, Ball and socket, joint. K, Nut for fixing or releasing
tongue-piece. L, Inner tube. :M, Outer tube.
causes the tubes to work in telescopic fashion. Both tubes
being open at both ends causes the air inspired to pass into
the chamber through the tubes and to come into contact
with the drugs below their surface, from which it emerges
into the upper portion of the chamber. The float B is a
circular airtight box, the buoyancy of which carries the
weight of the smaller tube L to the extent that
the upper surface of the box is on a level, or there-
abouts, with the surface of the drugs in the chamber.
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The chamber has near to the top an outlet valve, H,
which permits the air that has passed through the
drugs to pass from the chamber A to the face-piece D
and thence to the patient, who finally disposes of it by an
outlet valve, G, in the funnel, F, from the face-piece. The
face-piece D, of the shape ordinarily used for anesthesia,
contains a "perforated tongue" E, which is a piece of
metal about 14’ inches wide, i inch thick, and i inch
deep, and is perforated from back to front to allow the
air and drugs to pass from the face-piece into the patient’s
mouth. This tongue, E, is fastened to the inside of the face-
piece by a pliable band and is detachable, K, at will by the
person administering the inhalation. The object of the
tongue-piece is to prevent the patient closing the teeth
while under anaesthesia. The face-piece is connected to the
chamber by a ball-and-socket joint, J. The joint I is for
connecting various face-pieces.
The makers of the above described apparatus are the
Hospitals and General Contracts Company, Mortimer-
street, London, W.
ROBERT HUGH HODGSON, M.D. Durh.
ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS OF
ENGLAND.
MEETING OF COUNCIL.
AN ordinary meeting of the Council was held on May 12th,
Mr. BUTLIN, the President, being in the chair.
It was resolved to send the following address of loyalty and
condolence to His Majesty the King :-
MAT IT PLEASE YOUR MAJESTY,&mdash;We, the President, Vice-Presidents
and Council of the Royal College of Surgeons of England, venture to
approach Your Majesty in order to express our deep grief at the sudden
and unexpected death of Your Majesty’s beloved Father our late
revered Sovereign, and we humbly pray Your Majesty graciously to
receive our respectful sympathy.
During his reign, which was all too short, he gained the love and con-
fidence of his subjects throughout the world to a degree which we
believe has never been surpassed by any sovereign. At the same time,
he endeared himself to the people of foreign c mntriea in a remarkable
manner by his tact, courtesy, and kindness, so that his death will be
felt by them in little less degree than by his own subjects.
Surely, no Monarch was ever more sincerely mourned than he will be.
We desire respectfully to express our devoted loyalty to Your
Majesty, and our trust that Gad may grant You good health and that
Your Majesty may live to reign for many years in the hearts of Your
people.
In witness whereof we, Your Majesty’s loyal and dutiful subjects,
have caused the Common Seal of the College to be hereunto affixed this
12th day of May, 1910. HwxY T. BUTLiN, President.
And it was als<1 resolved to present the following address of
condolence to Her Majesty Queen Alexandra :-
MAY IT PLEASE YOUR ATESTY.&mdash;We, the President, Vice-Presidents,
and Council of the Royal College of Surgeons of England, desire humbly
to offer our sincere and respectful condolence with Your Majesty under
the great loss which Your Majesty and Your Illustrious Family have
sustained by the sudden and unexpected death of His Majesty King
Edward VII.
We earnestly and respectfully trust that the expressions of grief
which have been sent from every part of the world will help to miti-
gate, in some degree, Yonr Majesty’s own private sorrow.
In witness whereof, we, Your Majesty’s loyal and dutiful subjects,
have caused the Common Seal of the College to be hereunto affixed
this 12th day of May, 1910. HENRY T. BUTLIN, President.
It was resolved to grant diplomas of Membership to 88
candidates successful at the recent examination. In accord-
ance with a report from the Court of Examiners it was
resolved that the examinations of the National University
of Ireland be accepted on the same conditions as the
examinations of the late Royal University, so far as candi-
dates are concerned, who desire to enter for the First
Professional Examination for the Fellowship. It was resolved
to issue diplomas of the Licence of Dental Surgery to 35
successful candidates.
A letter was read from ProfessorG. A. Wright resigning his
seat in the Council, and expressing the wish that the
resignation should take effect before the July election.
The resignation of Professor Wright was accepted with
regret.
A letter was read from Dr. Robert Fletcher expressing his
appreciation of the action of the Council in awarding him the
College medal, and the PRESIDENT reported that the Right
Hon. James Bryce, British Ambassador at Washington, had
kindly undertaken to present the medal to Dr. Fletcher on
behalf of the College.
MEDICINE AND THE LAW.
The S’igninr of a Death Certafieate by an Unqualified Person.
AT the recent assizes at Leeds, Charlton Forman, who was
proved to be in the employment of Mr. Charles Lyddon, a
medical practitioner, as a dispenser, bookkeeper, and surgery
attendant, was charged with forging that gentleman’s name
on a certificate of the cause of death. The evidence showed
that a little girl who was ill was taken to see the prisoner,
who apparently treated her medically, and when she died
gave a certificate, to which he appended the name of Mr.
Lvddon. Mr. Lyddon, who gave evidence, said that he
paid the prisoner not by wages but by a share of profits,
and that he himself did not remember ever having seen
the deceased. In cross-examination by Mr. H. T. Waddy,
counsel for the defence, he said that he had always "told
the prisoner to be careful what he was doing," and admitted
that he had no idea how many certificates the prisoner might
have signed. He stated, however, that he did not know of
one certificate being so signed, and denied that his name had
often been written on the certificates by the prisoner with his
authority. On the other band, the prisoner admitted having
signed many certificates, and stated that he had not been
forbidden to do so until Mr. Lyddon received a letter on the
subject from the General Medical Council. In the end the
jury found the prisoner guilty, but strongly recommended
him to lenient treatment, expressing the opinion that the
conduct of Mr. Lyddon in the matter should be taken into
consideration. Mr. Justice Ridley, who in the course of the
trial had made observations on the danger of the practice
alleged to have existed, and who in passing sentence
expressed the hope that the fact of the prosecution having
taken place would have a useful effect, imposed a fine
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The Preservation of Dead Bodies irith, a View to
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Attention was recently called in THE LANCET to the
success which has attended the installation in connexion
with the City of London coroner’s court of a Herscher’s
formalin apparatus (Richter’s system) for the preservation of
dead bodies awaiting identification. At an inquest upon an
unknown man which has since been held in that court, Dr.
F. J. Waldo elicited from the divisional surgeon of the City
Police evidence to the effect that the features had become more
recognisable since the body had been subjected to the chemical
effect of the formalin. Mr. J. Kearney said that he had noticed
this result already in the case of other bodies so treated.
In the case in question the photographs of the face of the
deceased were found to be much less likely to lead to recogni-
tion and positive identification than the inspection of the
actual features. The photographs which it is the practice of
the City Police to take, in addition to preserving the actual
remains, show the full face and profile, and the coroner made
the useful suggestion that if others were made to record
the appearance of the body in its clothing they would
supplement more effectively the means of identification
afforded by the formalin apparatus. It was mentioned
in the previous note to which we have referred that
outside the City the police find descriptions more useful
than photographs for the purpose of identification. This
may be the case when it is a question of advertising the fact
that a body has been found and of inviting those who think
that they can recognise it to come forward. For really
trustworthy identification the preservation of the body,
together with a photographic representation of its appear-
ance when found, must supply the best means, and it is to
be regretted that their employment is not more general.
Such completeness of identification forms a useful con-
tribution of science to inquiry held in the cause of justice,
for both the civil and criminal law are concerned in
proof of who the person is who lies dead, and cases will be
remembered which have attracted attention where absurd
mistakes have been made. Bodies have been claimed
by two or more women simultaneously as representing
their husbands, and after burial persons ’’ proved" at
inquests to be dead have appeared on the scene to
show how unsatisfactory their alleged identification has
been.
